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Abstract. The design, synthesis, and evaluation of DNA minor groove binding agents related 
to (+)-CC-1065 and (+)-duocarmycin A are detailed in continuing efforts to define the structural 
origin of the sequence-selective DNA alkylation reaction. 

(+)-CC- 1065 (1)' and the duocarmycins?4 Fig. 1, constitute exceptionally potent antitumor- 
antibiotics that have been shown to be related through their common participation in a characteristic minor 
groove adenine N3 alkylation of duplex DNA?' For the natural enantiomers, the stereoelectronically- 
controlled adenine N3 addition to the agent unsubstituted cyclopropane carbon has been shown to occur 
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